
Success Story. 
Sergei Noskin: "The Gazprom Neft Cup made me want to become an ice-hockey player!"
The 17-year-old defender Sergei Noskin already has several years experience playing for the Severstal team in Cherepovets. In 2007, as a 10-year-old boy, he played for the Yamal-96 team from the town of Salekhard, which won silver medals at the first-ever Gazprom Neft Cup. That was when Sergei realized that his future was in professional ice hockey!
- The season is already over for Severstal players born in 1997, says Sergei Noskin. - But we're still training. We will carry on until mid-May, and then the team will go on vacation. We all are finishing our senior year in high school at the same time. So I have a pretty intense pace of life at the moment. No time for taking it easy!”
- You have been playing for Severstal for a few years already. Tell us how you ended up there, because you started out playing hockey in the Far North.
- That’s right, I started out playing for the Yamal team in Salekhard. The first major success was in 2007 when we played in the Gazprom Neft Cup in Omsk. That was when I was noticed and invited to play on the Severstal team. I still play on that team.
- What do you remember about that Tournament?

- The main thing I remember is that Yamal took second place! We were pleased with the silver medals, which we hadn’t expected, because we were up against some strong opponents. We beat hockey schools from Omsk Avangard, Khanty-Mansiysk Yugra, and Tomsk Smena, and our only defeat was to Tyumen Gazovik. The other main thing for me was that the Gazprom Neft Cup was the first big tournament in my ice-hockey career. It is what made me decide that I definitely wanted to be an ice-hockey player! 

- So the Gazprom Neft Cup was a milestone in your life?
- It certainly was! 
- How do you rate your prospects at Severstal? What qualities have proved most important and what do you still need to work on?
- I really want to get a firm place on the Almaz team, which plays in the Youth Hockey League. That is the main thing for me right now. As for playing skills, I think I am particularly good in defense. Perhaps because of the defensive style of the team. We don’t score a lot of goals, but we don’t concede many either. I am not strong on scores myself – that is one weakness. Most importantly, though, we are all friends in the team and the atmosphere is good. Everyone stands up for himself and for his teammates. I think we will get some good results. 
-  The Gazprom Neft Cup has changed its format this year, the geography is much broader. There are 24 teams in the Tournament now!
- That's great! In my time the Gazprom Neft Cup only had six teams [laughs]. I think this year’s Tournament will be special, not like the ones before. There are 24 hockey schools and  nearly all of them play in the Continental Hockey League. That‘s the sort of competition we could only dream of! 

- Which school is the favorite?

- Interesting question [laughs]! It’s hard to say who will win. The competition is incredible! There will be huge spectator interest as well. Believe me, everyone will do their best to win and prove that they are the best, not just in Russia but in the whole of Europe. 

- Who are you going to support? Yamal or Severstal?

- I'll support Yamal! My parents, friends and people I know are still in Salekhard. It is a long way away, but I try to keep in touch with all of them. 

