KIA Carens: a cabman or a family guy?

In order to answer this question let’s take a test drive of the 7-seater luxury minivan assembled in Kaliningrad equipped with a 2 l engine (price: 769,900 RUR.). 
The new model body design has gained additional attractiveness due to the modification of the rear lights. The interior is comfortable. It offers a high seating leaving lots of space overhead. The seats are adjustable in the longitudinal direction and in terms of the back inclination angle. In spite of the thick A-pillars the minivan design enables a perfect visibility due to the large-sized windows and huge side mirrors. But when backing up and parking keep in mind that side mirrors tend to considerably diminish the reflected objects. 
The dashboard is looking unpretentious, though it is very logically organized so you get used to it in no time. Adjustment of the steering wheel position is available only in terms of height. The car is normally equipped with an audio system and a climate control system; the light bias is orange colored which is not a very appropriate solution. The parking brake is of the unconventional pedal type. The inner noise insulation definitely needs an improvement. There are only two air bags (additional air bags are not available even optionally). 

The road clearance is 155 mm. For driving in the city it is quite enough, but you will have to be very careful when driving off-road, the more so – taking into consideration complete absence of a crankcase guard. The car dynamic characteristics are far from ideal: acceleration to 100 km/h takes 11.9 seconds, the maximum speed is 181 km/h. The car is equipped either with a manual or 4-speed automatic gearbox. Amazing suspension smoothes away every road irregularities. Among the drawbacks is a smaller size emergency wheel included in the set instead of a fair spare wheel.
Therefore, KIA Carens is not to be classified as a family van due to the inferior level of comfort and lack of passive safety means. However, the car is affordable, efficient and capacious with the original trunk volume (320 l) which might be increased up to 1650 l with the third row seats folded. Can’t be better for a city cab! 

Though, it is the 5-seater KIA Carens with a 1.6 l engine and a manual gearbox that is usually used as a cab.
