Profitable multipolarity
What are  the similarities  between  Russian and Brazilian interests?
The economic cooperation of the major BRICS participants Russia and Brazil is rapidly growing r. Today, Brazil is our country’s  main trading partner in Latin America and the Caribbean. Russia in turn takes tenth place amongst the major partners of the “rising economic giant”. Mauricio Borges, Director of the Apex-Brasil Trade and Investment Promotion Agency told WEj about the economic potential of the BRICS “countries – colleagues”.

Mr. Borges, how do you assess the current state and prospects of Russian-Brazilian relations? 

Brazil and Russia are  countries with a large population, abundant natural resources and strong economic opportunities. These factors have seriously affected the process of combining two countries for their mutual benefit. The increase in  trade relations between the two countries indicates their economic complementarity. Undoubtedly, both countries are interested in expanding areas of their economic partnership.
Experts note the similarity of national interests when comparing Russia and Brazil. How do you think this  is expressed?
Our countries are the new economic giants, in particular due to their specific identity. The level of GDP growth and overall economic growth in Brazil and Russia is one of the highest figures in the world, in addition to the territorial and natural indicators. This fact itself contributes to the formation of national interests which converge in many ways. We also have a similar outlook which is based on the need to create something that I would like to call the “profitable multipolarity”. 

What do you mean by that?
This is an international structure in which countries like ours can contribute to the development of globalization, security and prosperity around the world. In addition, along with economic development, we are facing similar challenges in which our abilities and desires to use the latest technologies to improve the welfare of our citizens and the development of those areas of the economy which require a high level of knowledge and innovation of technological equipment is one of the priorities. This creates a good platform for cooperation, including in the tourism sector. 

How does the abolition of tourist visas between Brazil and Russia reflect upon the economies of both countries? 

The agreement, signed by Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, the  former president of Brazil, and Dmitry Medvedev, President of the Russian Federation, promotes the development of trade relations between our countries. According to the Ministry of Tourism of Brazil, 15,863 tourists from Russia visited the country in 2011. This  is considerably greater in comparison to 2010, when 10,038 tourists were recorded.. In addition, many tourists from Brazil have shown great  interest in visiting the Russian Federation. Tourism development is always beneficial to the economy. 

It is widely known that the country plans to increase the number of tour operators...
Yes, the next step is the development of relations between the entrepreneurs of our countries in order to increase the number of tour operators and travel agencies which, of course, will increase the demand for tourism products and services in Brazil and Russia. This work is already underway.  EMBRATUR, the Brazilian Tourism Institute, recently took part in the Moscow International Travel & Tourism Exhibition.
What areas of cooperation are of interest to both countries in general?
Over the past ten years, Brazil has strengthened its innovation potential in many strategic sectors such as agriculture, energy, telecommunications and banking. Currently, Brazil is included in the fifth largest countries in the world in terms of high-technology consumer products, demonstrating good results of exports of mobile phones and personal computers. These high technologies are also used in various industries such as aerospace, machinery and equipment manufacture. These areas of the economy are of particular interest to Russia, mostly in terms of a mutually beneficial partnership. The volume of trade between countries grows every year. 

Which imported and exported goods are most in demand
During the ten first months of last year, bilateral trade reached $6.3bn to understand such proportions, for the whole of 2010, this figure amounted to $6bn). Export of goods and services in Brazil  still, for the most part,  consist of meat, sugar and grain. Nevertheless, the demand for the exportation of manufactured goods (aircraft parts, agricultural machinery, auto parts and engines) has started to gain momentum, and the amount of industrial export from Brazil to Russia from January to October 2011 amounted to $3.9 bn. Currently, Brazil mainly imports products from the petrochemical sector, ammonium nitrate products, carbamide, fertilizers, sulfur and rubber from Russia. 

What can you say about the prospects of Russian-Brazilian cooperation in the space industry? 

At this time Brazil is counting on creating a strong technical and technological framework that will facilitate the development of space activities and the creation of various observatories and research laboratories. The research activities in the field of space exploration began in Brazil  in the 1960s. International centers for the launch and production of missiles, satellites and probes have been built in the country. The Russian practices in the abovementioned field were adopted by Brazil after the signing of a cooperation agreement between the two countries. This strategic alliance reflects the aspirations of both countries to deepen the existing cooperation.
How do you think the relationship between the two countries changed after Dilma Rousseff was elected President of Brazil? 

Dilma Rousseff’s presidential election coincided with  a period when Brazil began asserting itself globally. Our policy is aimed at expanding a diplomatic presence and establishing close economic relations with the countries of Eastern Europe, particularly with Russia. Brazil and Russia have established a very strong strategic relationship during the years of partnership. President Rousseff is very interested in the development of cooperation in science, technology, innovation and education. I am convinced that, with such a president, Brazil will become an even more popular and desirable partner not only for Russia but also for other countries in the international arena.
� This is unclear. Do you mean “The economic potential of the BRICS countries and their colleagues”? 
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