As I write this column, oil prices have leapt upward by 2%, as a result of panic in the wake of Iran’s declarations about the possible termination of the oil supply to EU countries. It is unlikely that anyone will be able to predict the oil dynamics even for tomorrow,  but it is clear that energy prices in the foreseeable future will grow, and no massive decline is likely to occur. There is one good reason for this;  political risks in the world today still take precedence over economic ones.
Is it possible that this situation might turn out to be favorable for Russia? On one hand, the state budget revenues will suffice for some time. . On the other, oil doping inevitably leads to the temptation to  direct all the efforts of states to maintaining the energy status quo. But such a strategy does not make the investors  feel comfortable.
It is important to understand the fact that  the middle class in Russia has grown only  in recent years, and that this new middle class  could become the locomotive of a new, diversified economy. Not all of these people now feel demanded
. American social scientists with whom we spoke in the course of preparing this issue, called it “the syndrome of the frustrated achiever”. In spite of this, they have confirmed  that this generation, in a large part  due to the stable development of the country in recent years, will eventually not
 allow Russia withdrawing from the foreground of the world economy.  

� Do you mean “in demand”? 


� Rather confusing structure here; do you mean that they eventually WILL eventually allow Russia to withdraw, or that they will NOT? If not, do not include the word “eventually”. 





